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Text 1:1-8 

 

1.  The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which 

God gave unto him, to show unto his 

servants things which must shortly come 

to pass; and he sent and signified it by 

his angel unto his servant John: 

 

2.   Who bare record of the word of God, 

and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and 

of all things that he saw. 

 

3.   Blessed is he that reads, and they that 

hear the words of this prophecy, and 

keep those things which are written 

therein: for the time is at hand. 

 

4.   John to the seven churches which are 

in Asia: Grace be unto you, and peace, 

from him which is, and which was, and 

which is to come; and from the seven 

Spirits which are before his throne; 

 

5.   And from Jesus Christ, who is the 

faithful witness, and the first begotten of 

the dead, and the prince of the kings of 

the earth. Unto him that loved us, and 

washed us from our sins in his own 

blood, 

 

6.   And hath made us kings and priests 

unto God and his Father; to him be glory 

and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

7.   Behold, he cometh with clouds; and 

every eye shall see him, and they also 

which pierced him: and all kindreds of 

the earth shall wail because of him. Even 

so, Amen. 

 

8.   I am Alpha and Omega, the 

beginning and the ending, saith the Lord, 

which is, and which was, and which is to 

come, the Almighty. 

 

Application 
 

The initial verse in this section details 

the movements of the prophecy from the 

divine realm to the sphere of John’s 

physical world.  It originated with God.  

Jesus then passes it on to the angel.  It is 

the messenger which guides John 

through this experience.  John scribes 

these futuristic events, which are apart of 

the canon for all to read today. 

 

Verses 4 & 5 indicates that Revelation 

was a letter.  These two verses reveal 

who sent the letter (John).  The 

recipients are included as well (the seven 

churches in Asia Minor).  Finally the 

salutation is provided (Grace be unto 

you…).      

 

This portion of scripture entails a 

doxology in verses 5&6.  Doxology is 

defined as a Liturgical expression of 

praise.  John begins with who is … – and 



the praise breaks out from that point.  

New Testament letters or epistles will 

include such expressions before the 

author enters into the body of the letter. 

 

The final two verses in this section 

include an effort on John’s behalf to 

illumine his prophetic office as well.  He 

reveals the coming of Christ.  Also he 

shares with the audience the majesty of 

God’s power compared to the god’s of 

the time.  John’s ministry in Revelation 

is twofold.  He has a revelatory 

experience. He also functions as a 

prophet. 

 

Revelation as a letter is outlined as 

follows: 

 

a. The prologue 1: 1-8 

b. The body of the letter 1:9 – 22:5 

c. The epilogue 22: 6-21 

 

 

Notes 
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